
Smallwood, secretary; Pastor Eric & Lucy Ollila, 
communications director; Tina Taylor, 
communications director of VOAR.  NL SDA 
pastors and spouses who attended included 
Pastor Jason & Elizabeth Williams, CBS and Bay 
Roberts; Pastor Victor & Pamela Reyes-Prieto, 
Marystown; Pastor David & Jeanette Boutcher, 
Lethbridge, Cape Freels, Gander; Pastor Jonathan 
Gascoyne, Botwood, Grand Falls-Windsor, 
Cottrell’s Cove; 

Numerous administrators, pastors, and leaders 
connected or formerly connected with NL sent 
words of comfort and hope.  Some familiar names 
included Pastor Mark & Becky Johnson, president 
of SDA Church in Canada; Pastor Gary & Almyra 
Hodder, president of Alberta Conference of SDAs; 

Contrast: Celebrating Life 
and Death in NL Ministry 
Dec. 14, 2017 |  NL Communications 

This week was a week of great contrasts in 
NL Ministry.  On one hand there was a funeral 
with deep sadness, sorrow, and mourning 
for the loss of Pastor John Brushett, a dear 
brother in Christ.  In contrast, celebration 
and the witness of two new lives in Christ 
took place as Tresha Moorhouse and Joshua 
Martin plunged beneath the waters of 
baptism, thus proclaiming publicly, their 
commitment and total dedication to Jesus 
Christ. 

The Funeral 
Over 70 individuals from across the province, 
attended the funeral service of Pastor John 
Brushett at the Marystown Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.  Over 1,700 individuals (as 
of the date of this writing) tuned in, at some 
point, to the Facebook live stream of the 
funeral service, and over 7,500 individuals 
were reached by the video post. 

Numerous church members, family, friends, 
and community members offered touching 
and at times deeply emotional words 
recounting beautiful memories and the 
impactful spiritual influence of Pastor John’s 
life and ministry.   

Representatives and spouses from the SDA 
Church in NL, in attendance, included Pastor 
Ken & Celest Corkum, president; Christine & 
Joe Bergen, secretary-treasurer; Leah 
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“Reading of Condolences” Christine Bergen at Pastor 
John Brushett’s Funeral, Marystown SDA Church, Dec. 
12, 2017 | Photo by NL Communications
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Pastor David Jamieson, pastor of The Church in the 
Valley, Aldergrove, BC; Pastor David & Yvonne Crook, 
Gospel Outreach; Pastor Bob Windsor, SDA pastor, 
Niagra Falls, ON; Pastor John & Marilyn Murley, SDA 
pastor Edmonton, Alberta; Pastor Larry Hall, retired, 
Alberta; Pastor Jon-Ross & Tara Ennest, former 
pastor of Gander; and Barry Bussey, director of 
legal affairs at Canadian Council of Christian 
Charities.   

Several children and young people wrote in and/or 
traveled from various parts of the island to show 
their respects and to share how their lives had been 
touched by Pastor John. 

Pastor David Boutcher delivered a meaningful and 
hopeful message tailored for Pastor John’s widow, 
Pauline; mother, Rose; and sister-in-law, Violet. 
  
Truly, the service was a mixture of sorrow and joy as 
family and friends grappled with the stark and cold 
realities of death and separation from one they 
loved, yet who were reminded of the glorious hope 
that is theirs in Christ. 

The Baptism 
On Sabbath afternoon, December 9, after a 
delightful morning worship service with music, 
singing, and scripture, family and friends gathered 
to witness the figurative death, burial, and 
resurrection of Tresha Moorhouse and Joshua 
Martin as they entered the waters of baptism, thus 
declaring individually they each had accepted 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection as their 
substitute, by faith.  

The afternoon baptismal service began with 
singing, led by students from Memorial University.  
The baptismal candidates both shared personal 
testimonies of how God had been leading in their 
lives.  Following the review of the baptismal vows 
and a short homily, Pastor Ken Corkum conducted 
the baptism.  Congregational singing of hymns, the 
presentation of baptismal gifts to each baptized 
individual, a prayer of dedication, and a closing 
prayer ensued. 
   

It is difficult not to be impacted by the contrast and 
apparent contradiction that in a single week, such joy, 
happiness, and new beginnings can be witnessed 
and felt almost back to back with that of loss, sorrow, 
and death. 

Yet, through it all we can be reminded of the events 
surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
How the sacred record of Jesus’ sacrifice 
demonstrates, that even with our Saviour, sorrow and 
sadness can be experienced in close proximity to joy 
and newness of life. 

Thus as we say good bye to a beloved brother, one 
whom we will never forget, we simultaneously 
welcome into the fold and family of God, other dear 
souls, fellow heirs of eternal life in Christ Jesus.  

“Exchange of Vows”, Pastor Ken Corkum, Joshua Martin, 
Tresha Moorhouse, Dec. 9, 2017 | Photo by NL 
Communications

A Bible Promise... 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 
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Operation Christmas Child 
Dec. 9, 2017 | NL Communications 

The members of the St. John’s SDA Church, along with 
invitees from the community enjoyed a special 
worship service highlighting the impact that 
Operation Christmas Child’s stuffed shoe boxes has 
upon individuals in helping lead them to Christ. 

A wide range of musical talent, singing, scripture, and 
poetry was shared.  The main organizer and 
coordinator of the service was Stephanie Anthony.  
This is the third year she has led out in the Operation 
Christmas Child outreach in the St. John’s Church. 

particularly moved.  He recounts from memory 
and in his own words, the story here... 

“Very little is recorded in the later years of the 
apostles.  We know that John was the last of the 
surviving apostles that walked with Jesus.  John 
was exiled to Patmos  where he was shown the 
visions and record of the book of Revelation.  It is 
around A.D. 96 that he was freed from the exile 
and lived a few more years.  Biblical historians 
have recorded an event that is said to have 
occurred on one of his last Sabbaths as he stood 
before the congregation.  As he spoke to the 
congregation, the pastor asked John “you are the 
last surviving apostle to have actually seen Jesus, 
can you describe to us what he looked like?”  John 
looked over the congregation and responded 
“Little children, love one another.”  The pastor 
thinking the apostle John perhaps never heard 
the question clearly, inquired once again.  “John, 
describe to us what he looked like.”  John again, 
without delay responded, “Little children love one 
another.”   The pastor was not about to give up 
and a third time asked “John, can you describe to 
us what Jesus looked like?”  John looking over the 
congregation responded, “Little children, love one 
another and when you have done that, you will 
have seen Him.”” 
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Second Advent (Don Morgan, Chris Cole, Jason Cole) 
playing during Operation Christmas Child Worship 
Service, St. John’s, NL Dec. 9, 2017 | Photo by NL 
Communications

A Meaningful Story I Recently 
Heard About Love 
Dec. 9, 2017 | As Recounted by Paul Veber 

Paul Veber  works as superintendent, Regional 
Operations Center, Atlantic Region for Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada.  He is the lay representative for the 
SDA Church in NL for the SDA Church in Canada 
(SDACC).  During the last SDACC meeting held in 
Ontario, the guest presenter, Dale Galusha, shared a 
captivating story with those present.  Paul Veber was 

Paul Veber in an interview with CBC News | Jul 08, 2015 | 
Photo by CBC News, with Files from Jeremy Eaton 
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4th Quarter, 2017 
• Dec. 17 - SDA Church in NL Board of Directors Meeting 
• Dec. 22 (7:00pm) - St. John’s Church: Candlelight Service: “The First Noel” 
• Dec. 23 - Lethbridge Church: Sabbath Community Christmas Concert 

1st Quarter, 2018 
• Jan. 10 -  10 Days of Prayer 

Upcoming Events In Your Area? 
Does your church, company, or group have any events it would like to submit to be included on the NL 
Adventist Calendar?

Follow us @NLAdventist  

Submit to: nladventist@gmail.com   Visit us www.facebook.com/groups/nladventist

NL Adventist Events
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Announcements: 

Board Meeting this Sunday, December 17 for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland 
and Labrador.  Location: Mount Pearl. 

The new web address for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Newfoundland and Labrador is 
www.nladventist.ca 

All are invited to attend “The First Noel”, a Christmas 
Candle Light Service at the St. John’s SDA Church 
on Friday, December 22 at 7:00pm.  Refreshments 
will follow. 
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